[Visual loss as a sign of hypertension].
A 26-year-old male patient had been suffering from a decreased visual acuity in both eyes for 3 weeks. This appeared to be due to malignant hypertension. The hypertension went unnoticed until papillary and macular oedema were detected during fundoscopy. Hypertension can develop at all ages and may give rise to visual complaints or even to loss of vision. Insufficient clinical awareness of the atypical manifestations of severe hypertension and of the differential diagnosis of loss of vision may lead to irreversible damage of organs, in this patient the left eye. Fundoscopy is sometimes indicated in patients with severe hypertension to assess damage to the eye and to decide whether the patient must be hospitalised.